= Dear Friends in Christ:

We Christians place a
great deal of emphasis on
belief. This comes in the first
place from Jesus, who asked
his listeners to believe that
God forgave their sins, and
that God’s Kingdom was
coming, or even, already
come. It comes from our patron, St. Thomas, who
said he would not believe that Jesus had risen from
the dead, unless he could see and touch the
wounds of Christ. And it comes from the earliest
Christian author, St. Paul, who wrote to the Ro-
mans that "if you believe in your heart that God
raised Jesus from the dead, you will be
saved" (Romans 10:9).

However, our beliefs were created in the midst
of Judaism, a religion which places more emphasis
on practices, than beliefs. And over the centuries,
we have borrowed, and created, many practices
which make up the Christian path. Not all of those
practices have survived into the 21st century (which
of us has attended a Feast of Fools?), but each one
has (or had) a meaning connected with the ministry,
death and resurrection of Jesus. The three prac-
tices that Jesus himself recommended to us, are
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Each is based on a
belief. Prayer is based on the belief that God lis-
tens to us, and responds to our prayers. Fasting is
based on the belief that all food is a gift of God, and
by limiting the food we eat on certain days, we will
be more aware of God’s presence and of God’s
many gifts to us. Almsgiving is based on the belief
that God loves the whole human family, and that we
are all brothers and sisters in that family.

Lent is the season when we emphasize the
practices of our faith. For approximately 1800
years, Christians have observed a season of prepa-
ration for Holy Week and Easter. These are spiri-
tual preparations, usually involving practices. We
begin Lent, after all, by making a more solemn and
extended confession of our sins, kneeling in church.
We receive the imposition of ashes as a mark of
our mortality. Some of us choose to fast during
Lent. We have given our children Mite boxes, in

(Continued on page 2)

March-April 2010

Special Events

Lenten Soup Supper & Gospels Series

Weds, thru Mar 24, & Apr 14,
Soup Supper 6:30 pm (see page 3)
Gospel study 7:30 pm

Daylight Saving Time Begins
Sun Mar 14, 2 am becomes 3 am

Holy Week Activities

Palm Sunday, March 28

8:00 am Service begins in church.

10:30 am  Gather in courtyard for

Palm Sunday Procession

Mon, March 29

7:30 am  Morning Prayer

7:30 pm  Evening Prayer
Tue, March 30

7:30 am  Morning Prayer

7:30 pm  Evening Prayer
Wed, March 31

7:30 am  Morning Prayer

7:30 pm  Evening Prayer
Maundy Thursday, April 1

7:30 am  Morning Prayer

7:30 pm  Maundy Thursday Eucharist

with Foot Washing

Good Friday, April 2

7:30 am  Morning Prayer

12 Noon Stations of the Cross

7:30 pm  Good Friday Liturgy
Holy Saturday, April 3

8:00 pm Great Vigil of Easter

EASTER Sunday, April 4
8 and 10:30 am, 5:30 pm

Festive Easter services

Easter Egg Hunt
Hunt for eggs, Easter Sunday,
after 10:30 service
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which to put coins for the needy. Above all, we
think of Lent as a time of prayer and reflection. For
many years, including this year, we have produced
a Lenten Meditation book, with a brief meditation
for each of the 40 days of Lent. The traditional
thing to do, is to read the meditation, and then
spend 5, 10 or 15 minutes in prayer, at the begin-
ning of the day.

But we are all different, and that traditional for-
mat may not work for everyone. Perhaps you have
no quiet time at the beginning of the day, but you
can find time at the end of the day: so say your
prayers then. Perhaps you feel you are "not good"
at praying by yourself: then use some of the Daily
Devotions in the Prayerbook (pages 136-140), or
go outside for a 10 minute walk in the presence of

A Call to Artists and Designers
by the Rev. Wendy Smith

God, or focus your attention on a cross or an icon,
or borrow a compact disk of Gregorian chant from
the library, and listen to it, in the presence of God.
Find a practice of being with God in Christ, during
Lent.

Then, when Holy Week comes (March 28, Palm
Sunday to Easter, April 4), participate in the prac-
tices of the church, and take an active part. We will
be looking for people to lead Morning and Evening
Prayer in the Church, for readers of lessons, for
bringers of flowers, for people to keep Vigil in the
Chapel, and for people to tell Bible stories at the
Easter Vigil, just to name a few. Make a decision to
practice the faith in which you believe, in this sea-

son of Lent.
/ Z

Members of St. Thomas with artistic skill and (or) imagination, are invited to create a Station of the Cross for
Good Friday. This could be a drawing or painting, it could be a small construction or arrangement of materi-
als, no more than 3 feet wide and 18 inches deep, to be placed in the church, and used for our two Good
Friday services on April 2nd. We presently have small mosaics hanging on the outside of the mystery
screens, around the narthex. Your artistic contributions would be placed below and in front of these mosa-
ics, on Thu evening April 1st, or Fri morning April 2nd. They would have to be taken down after the Friday
evening service, or at 8:30 Saturday morning. You will need to sign-up in church for one the 14 traditional

themes of the stations, which are as follows:
Jesus is condemned to death

Jesus takes up his cross

Jesus falls the first time

Jesus meets his afflicted mother

The cross is laid on Simon of Cyrene

A woman wipes the face of Jesus

Jesus falls a second time

Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
Jesus falls a third time

© N Ok~ wDdPE

10. Jesus is stripped of his garments
11. Jesus is nailed to the cross
12. Jesus dies on the cross

13. The body of Jesus is placed in the arms of his mother

14. Jesus is laid in the tomb
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The Lenten Series: Soup, and Gospels! Wed Eves Feb 24 Mar 24 & Apr 14
by the Rev. Wendy Smith Soup Supper* 6:30 pm, Study 7:30 pm

Our Lenten Soup Suppers will begin Wednesday February 24th, at 6:30 pm. Please sign up on the poster
in the church (or email me!), so that we know how much soup to make. We gather at 6:30, share a supper
of hearty soup, salad, and bread, along with good conversation. About 7:15, we pray together the "Night
Prayers" from the New Zealand Prayerbook, which takes about 10 minutes. At 7:30, our study of the Gos-
pels will begin each evening. You are welcome to come only at 7:30, if you can't get here for the soup sup-
per. Our topics will be:

Feb. 24......Introduction to the Gospels

Mar 3 ........ Events in the life of Jesus
*Coming for soup? Please sign up

Mar 10....... Healings and Signs .
g g on the poster in the narthex,

Mar 17....... The parables and sayings of Jesus so we Il know how much
Mar 24....... The passion narratives soup to make.
Apr7....... Holy Week. No meeting of this series.

Aprl4....... The resurrection narratives

It will be important for you to bring your own Bible on these evenings. If you do not have a recent transla-
tion, | recommend either the New Revised Standard, the New Jerusalem, or the New International Ver-
sion. Many of the translations made before 1989, do not include the new information we have from the
Dead Sea Scrolls. If you can afford it, | encourage you to get a "study Bible" such as HarperCollins,
which includes extensive notes, introductions to each book, and maps.

Many of the Bibles most readily found at bookstores | do NOT recommend,
some because they are paraphrases (such as The Message) and
others because there is a specific theological bias in translation (such as the Ryrie Study Bible, which
tends toward a fundamentalist interpretation).
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Craft Group Fridays March 12 & 26, 1 to 3 pm
by Peg Prior

Craft Group will meet March 12 & 26, Fridays from 1 to 3 in the Disciples’ Room.

All are welcome ! Questions? Call Peg Prior

Bridge Party Sat March 13,7 10 pm
by Linda Alcock

Bridge parties are held, usually the 2nd Saturday evening of each month, from 7 to
10 PM, in the Disciple s Room in the Education Building at St. Thomas Church. The
dates for this year are: Mar. 13, April 10, May 15 (3rd Saturday to avoid Mother s
Day weekend), June 5 (changed from June 12), July 10.

Call Linda Alcock if you would like more information or if you are interested in playing.

Book Club News Tue March 23,7 8 pm
by Dorothy Furgerson

The St. Thomas Book Club meets on Tuesday evenings from 7-8 p.m. in the library. The
regulars would love for others to come and join in our discussion of the following books:

March 23 ....... Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert [910.4 Gi ]
A travelogue of soul-searching and self-discovery.

Book Club selections are available in the St. Thomas Library

Want to Know About E-Scrip and other Fundraising Activities at St. Thomas?
by Donna Cobb

Donna Cobb will be available to answer your questions about these activities
on March 7" following the 8:00 and 10:30 services. Please stop by and
see what s new!

Cross Words
by John Buck

With the rebuilding of our clerestory window, the cross that was most-recently on our roof peak is now at the
north edge of our Alpha-Omega patio. Its much-larger predecessor, which for several years, until it blew
down, stood by the southeast corner of Cowans Hall, and languished in the area that s now our new patio
no longer exists as a cross. It has been disassembled and its pieces cut up.
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The People of St. Thomas
by the Rev. Wendy Smith

On February 14th, (Chinese New Year) the grandsons of the Rev. Becky Shan were baptized at St. Tho-
mas.

On Feb 14th, we were delighted to see Roz and Jim Malone, and the Rev. Michael Ridgway in

church. After our pancake lunch, CJ Gomez and Mitchell Bately did a hilarious Lion Dance, while Pat
Dare played the big drum.

\

We were sorry to say goodbye to Dale Walker and Brian Oldham. Both served as chalice-bearers, and
as delegates to Diocesan Convention.

Elected to the Vestry at our Annual Meeting, were Linda Alcock, Fulvia Govetto, Grace Johnson, and
Bora Ju, for full (3-year) terms, and Fran Hostettler for a 1 year term. Elected as delegates to Diocesan
Convention were Jane-Marguerite Russell as Delegate, and Fulvia Govetto, Jan Letson, Sue Vincent,
and Rita Welsh as Alternates.

Honored with the Vestry Cross were Pam Storrer, for her work establishing and running the Transfer Cen-
ter, and Meredith Ross for her work laying the Alpha-Omega brick patio. Chris Schmidt was given the
Rector’'s Award for the multitude of ways he serves St. Thomas.

The St. Thomas Creed
by the Rev. Wendy Smith

In January we did a four-part series on the Creeds of the church. In the third session, we went through the
exercise of trying to write our own creeds. Then in the fourth session, we tried (in a small way) to reproduce
the Council of Nicaea, by trying to create a creed that everyone present could agree on. Fortunately, there
were only 8 brave souls, so we actually managed to finish the task in 1 hour and 40 minutes. Statements of
belief were proposed, and then when someone else objected to a word or phrase, we tried to find a more
acceptable way to express the same idea, or, sometimes, we dropped that element altogether. Here is the
final version, of "the creed of Sunnyvale":

We believe in a benevolent Presence, which is wise, loving and giving:
a Mystery in which we live and move and have our being.

Jesus is God in human form. He was born in obscurity, among the Jews of Galilee.

In his life, ministry and teaching, Jesus revealed the forgiving, reconciling nature
of God as love. Jesus was arrested, tortured and executed; he rose from death,
and he lives today.

We as humans find ourselves estranged from God. Life in Jesus is for us the path back
to God, in whom we find healing, love and transcendence.

The Holy Spirit is God s effective presence in the lives of humans, strengthening,
comforting, calling and challenging us to faithful lives.

God will bring us to wholeness in communion with one another, beyond time and space.
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December 15, 2009
APPROVED Vestry Minutes, B.A.D. summary

FINANCE REPORT: Jim Cobb reported that after a lean October, November came roaring back. Pledge
income was very good; we are now ahead on the year-to-date. There has been a new donation for the
Clerestory Window Project.

OLD BUSINESS:

1. BUDGET: Jim reported a summary of 2010 Pledge results: Through Sunday, Dec. 13 there were 107
pledges. This compares to 2009 with 101 pledges. A special Vestry meeting last week indicated Vestry
preferences for the 2010 Budget.

Discussion of the proposed budget followed. A mid-year budget review was suggested. A MOTION
was made (Poulain) and SECONDED (O Connell) that we allocate funds to the Future Family Ministry Re-
serve from the 2009 projected surplus. Motion CARRIED unanimously. A MOTION was made (Poulain)
and SECONDED (Russell) that we allocate funds to the future Music Compensation Reserve from the 2009
projected surplus. Motion CARRIED unanimously. A MOTION was made (Poulain) and SECONDED
(Russell) that the St. Thomas Vestry accept the budget recommendations set forth by the Finance Commit-
tee. Motion CARRIED unanimously.

2. Clerestory Windows Update: Chris Schmidt (for Joe Gutierrez) submitted a written report describing the
finishing of the project.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Family Ministry Director Search: Wendy said that hopes to offer the position and have the candidate start
in early January.

2. Vestry Cross: After discussion, a MOTION was made (Russell) and SECONDED (Heintze) that we
award the Vestry Cross for 2009 to Meredith Ross and Pam Storrer. Motion CARRIED unanimously.

COMMISSION REPORTS:

1. Ministry to Families (Children, Youth and Parents): Tess Heintze distributed a copy of the Family Minis-
try Report.

2. 2. Welcome Committee and Jr. Warden s Report: Abby O Connell reported that the St. Thomas bro-
chure is finished and copies made. She passed around a copy, and everyone agreed it is lovely. Bro-
chures are fairly expensive to print so they will be just for newcomers.

3. 3. Fundraising: Money was raised from the Christmas Boutique organized by Peg Prior and assisted by
Mabel Cheng.

4. 4. Personal Support: Stephanie Daugherty said that pastoral care is being done, and that there will be a
meeting of the committee soon.

5. 5. Property: Lionel Daniel said there will be a report in the Annual Meeting Packet.

RECTOR S REPORT: Wendy reported that she is still spending lots of time on Pastoral Care. She, Court-
ney, and Patricia Pietrzyk will do an Advent Tea.

SR. WARDEN S REPORT: Bob Kunz reported that he is working on finishing the slate of Vestry candidates
for next year.
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Easter Egg Hunt Sunday, April 4, after 10:30 service
by Linda Alcock Bring Candy Donations by Sun Mar 28, 10:30 am

On Easter Sunday, April 4, the children and teenagers are invited to an Easter Egg
Hunt after the 10:30 AM church service. The hunt will begin with a group picture on
the patio (good weather) or in Cowan s Hall (rainy weather). The children may bring

their empty Easter baskets to use in the hunt. There will be baskets available for those
without baskets.

Donations of individually wrapped candies for filling plastic eggs will be grate-
fully received up to Palm Sunday, March 28th. The donations should be labeled Easter Egg
Hunt and may be left on the tables in back of the church, with the church office or in the Sunday
School Building.

Teenagers are invited to meet in the Youth Room, in the Education
Building, to fill plastic Easter eggs during the Palm Sunday,
March 28th, Sunday School session
(about 10:30 A.M.).

Charles T.G. Smith Display Case Exhibit
by Norma Medlin

We are honoring an important member of St. Thomas from our past with a display in the Memorial Display
case. He is Charles T.G Smith, who came to our church in 1916 when he was teaching high school in
Mountain View. Over the years, he was instrumental in saving the church from disgrace as well from finan-
cial ruin.

In 1936, as a delegate to the Diocesan Convention in San Francisco, he heard Bishop Block tell the entire
assembly that only one parish, St. Thomas, Sunnyvale, had failed to pay their assessment. Mr. Smith
found out that the sum was $5 which he promptly paid himself. In 1947, the warden and treasurer resigned
because there was only $28.00 in the treasury and no pledges. They recommended to the bishop that the
church be closed, at least temporarily. When Mr. Smith heard this, he went to the bishop’s representative
and gave his written assurance "until further notice | will personally pay all debts of the Mission as they be-
come due and not met by the regular weekly contributions."

There are many more stories of this remarkable man who died in 1963.
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PEP Talk "In community we have love, through community we have strength."
by Pat Dare

Looking Ahead

Because of Lent, we have planned no activities for March. However, Easter comes early in April, and we
will be hosting receptions for both the Easter Vigil and for Easter Sunday. For the Easter Vigil, we will be
serving champagne and sparkling cider after the service to celebrate the resurrection of Christ. On Easter
Sunday, we will serve punch, cookies and fruit out on the patio, after the 10:30 am service, to accompany
the Easter Egg Hunt.

Looking ahead to May, we are thinking of having another May Daze event unless it becomes superseded
by something with a higher priority. If you can remember last year, when we hosted May Daze, we had a
simple potluck lunch and then followed it with a musical presentation of delightful old tune and some zany
songs. Everybody had a good time because the event was simply in the spirit of having fun without any seri-
ous messages to ponder. In the coming month, we will have a better idea of how our schedule shapes up
and be able to provide more details.

Upcoming Activities:

Easter Vigil Celebration, April 3rd  After the Easter Vigil, we will celebrate the resurrection with
champagne and sparkling cider in the narthex.

Easter Sunday Reception, April 4™ We will have a reception of fruit trays and cookies to go along
with Easter Egg Hunt out on the patio after the 10:30 am service.

May Daze Schedule to be determined

Planning Meetings, Mar 2" & Apr. 6, 7:30 pm, Disciples Room

In March, we will be planning for the Easter Service receptions and for our May event. If you would like to
help, or have any ideas that you would like us to consider, please come to the meeting. The work is both
fun and spiritually rewarding.
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Library News Book & Bake Sale postponed til 2011
by Carol Campbell

Update on Book &Bake Sale

We wanted to announce our 30th Book & Meanwhile, we encourage you to adopt and

Bake sale this year, but it s not going to hap- support the idea of an ongoing Virtual B&B

pen. Look forward to it during St. Thomas Sale swapping books and baked goods

Centennial Year, 2011. among yourselves and donating a dollar to
the St. Thomas Library for each swap.

To help us celebrate Women s History Month in March:

January s Sparrow, by Patricia Polacco, New York, NY: Philomel, c2009 94p. Ages 9 & up

This has to be the most powerful story Polacco has ever written. It is the saga of
the Crosswhite family of Marshall, Michigan, who fled there as slaves in the Under-
ground Railroad from Kentucky. This is the story of Sadie told by her friend Janu-
ary who had carved a wooden sparrow for her in Kentucky. January, believed
dead, is able to return the sparrow to Sadie in Michigan and save the family from
the slave owners who have arrived to haul them back to the Kentucky planta-
tion. Sadie only relinquishes and destroys the sparrow when she knows she is dy-

ing.

Our library has many books by Polacco [ http://tinyurl.com/yjut3ov ], all of which are located in the juvenile
section. We think the content of this book warrants placing it in the young adult section. It could certainly be
in the adult section as well. We highly recommend this book to you. [ Fic Po YA ]

A Woman Called Moses DVD, 200 minutes Based on the novel by Marcy Heidish.

A dramatization of the life of the legendary slave, Harriet Tubman who escaped to freedom and returned to
the South many times to rescue others via her underground railroad. [ 920 Tubman DVD |

The Help, Kathryn Stockett New York, NY: Amy Einhorn Books c2009 451p.
Adults

In Jackson, Mississippi, in 1962, there are lines that are not crossed. With the civil
rights movement exploding all around them, three women start a movement of their
own, forever changing a town and the way women--black and white, mothers and
daughters--view one another. [ Fic St]

The Help was the St. Thomas Book Club selection for Dec 2009.
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Haiti After and Before
by John Buck

| hadn t really appreciated the amount or significance
of the destruction in Haiti until | saw the background
pic on this page, of Bishop Katharine and Bishop Jean
Zach@Duracin standing in what | presume is the rub-
ble of the Cath@rale Sainte Trinitd(Holy Trinity Ca-
thedral). | read that the cathedral was famous for its
murals, of which the only surviving one is the one de-
picting Jesus baptism. Before and after pix of the mu-
ral are shown below. | ve added arrows to indicate a
part of the nearby arch that can help relating view-
points. Two other before pix, from non-Episcopal
sites, are at http://tinyurl.com/ya35kwz and
http://tinyurl.com/yklfsl4.

Episcopal Life Online < http://episcopalchurch.org/
episcopal_life.htm > has more news links and a Give
to the Haiti Fund button

After

http://ianckeenan.blogspot.com/2010/01/
cathedrale-sainte-trinite-is-destroyed.html
http://
thewoundedbird.blogspot.com/2010/01/
murals-in-holy-trinity-cathedral-haiti.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Episcopal_Diocese_of Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Holy_Trinity_Cathedral,_Port-au-Prince

Before

http://www.ship-of-fools.com/
mystery/2002/544Mystery.html
http://ianckeenan.blogspot.com/2010/01/
cathedrale-sainte-trinite-is-destroyed.html

http://haitiforever.com/windowsonhaiti/
trinity.shtml

https://www.er-d.org/donate-
select.php
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