Dear Friends in Christ,

A few weeks ago | saw a won-
derful exhibit from the Israel
Antiquities Authority, and |
hope you will find the time to
see it also. It's at the Legion of
Honor in San Francisco, until
August 10th, so you have
plenty of time. Although it is
only one (large) room, it has
very special things from ancient Palestine. First, there
is one of the Dead Sea Scrolls: a Psalms scroll, in
which you can clearly see how the name of God is
written in a different script (i.e. "font") from all the
other words. Then there are small votive altars which
may be 3 or 4000 years old, from a time before the
Hebrew people settled in the land. From the first cen-
tury, there are some remarkable pieces of glass:
bowls and vessels of various kinds. And there is a
beautiful glass mosaic panel from the 4th century AD,
discovered just outside Caesarea Maritima, which
used a glassmaking technique with gold, never found
anywhere else. Because of the crosses on the mosaic
tiles, and the size of the panel, archaeologists wonder
if it was from the home, or church, of the Bishop of
Caesarea. Those who attended the Lenten series,
What Happened between the Testaments, will find
this especially interesting.

We celebrated the 25th Anniversary of Our Daily
Bread on Saturday evening April 5th, with 188 volun-
teers, donors and friends sharing an excellent dinner
in Cowans Hall. Rector Emeritus Bill Cowans was pre-
sent to give the Grace, and to supplement Gage
McKinney's narrative history of Our Daily Bread.
Bishop Mary Gray-Reeves spoke about the impor-
tance of giving back the blessings we have received,
and commended us as an example for newer efforts
to meet the needs of a community. The Board of ODB
managed to surprise Gage McKinney with the Bread
Loaf Award, well deserved for his long support of the
program. Our Daily Bread has served more than
750,000 meals, and has never missed serving on a
Monday, Wednesday, or Friday.

May will be a month of several significant events.
First, we will have our World Peace Village on May
3rd and 4th: this is an event to tell your friends and
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Forgive for Good—Dr. Fred Luskin, speaker
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Sun Jun 1, after 10:30 am service

Beyond Our Campus

South Bay Crop Walk
Herbert Hoover Middle School, San Jose
Sun Apr 27, 12:30 pm

neighbors about, because it is an educational experi-
ence about the message of peace in 6 religions of the
world. We will have brochures for you to give to peo-
ple who might be interested, and we are advertising
this event outside the parish, through diocesan com-
munications, the Santa Clara County Council of
Churches, and with neighborhood flyers. Each of the
six displays has information about the religion, reli-
gious objects, and a separate table with simple
hands-on projects to do on the spot. The hands-on
projects can be done by children 5 and up, as well as
by adults. Take note of the last evening of our "Living
Peace" series, when we will have Stanford professor
Fred Luskin, to speak about forgiveness and peace.

(Continued on page 2)
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His book Forgive For Good, has received much ac-
claim, and is the basis for the Stanford Forgiveness
Project. He will sign copies of his book at the end.

Conference at St. Andrew's, Saratoga. On the 18th,
we will have the Spring Greens luncheon, AND the
Youth Car Wash. In the afternoon, Michael Ridgway
will graduate from the School for Deacons, at 4:00 pm
at the Church Divinity School in Berkeley. Finally, we

will plant that Peace Pole when it arrives, hopefully
On Pentecost Sunday, May 11th, we will celebrate the before the end of May!
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and there will be at least one
baptism. We will recognize as well, the contributions
of mothers to our lives. The next weekend, 10 mem-

bers of St. Thomas will attend the Magnetic Church

A Walk to Beautiful
by John Buck

Tue, May 13, 8 pm, KQED, Ch 9

Being able to provide this article was a gift. Back when Wendy issued her “Read a book ...” challenge for
Lent, | couldn’t think of any way | might meet that challenge, because | believe the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGSs) don't look far enough out to solve the problems that meeting them may create. Then
something figuratively fell into my lap, except at that moment | didn’t have a lap because | was horizontal,
waking up from a nap, listening to the radio. They were airing a segment about a serious health problem
many women in Ethiopia are having—a problem that seems to not exist in the US—obstetric fistula. “Aha”,
I’'m thinking, “that fits into the ‘Improve Maternal Health’ MDG, | can meet Wendy’s challenge.”

You may already know that “[a]n obstetric fistula of the kind that occurs in Ethiopia (and many other
developing countries) is a hole between a woman's birth passage and one or more of her internal organs.
This hole develops over many days of obstructed labor, when the pressure of the baby's head against the
mother's pelvis cuts off blood supply to delicate tissues in the region. ... This hole results in permanent
incontinence of urine and/or feces. A majority of women who develop fistulas are abandoned by their
husbands and ostracized by their communities because of their inability to have children and their foul
smell. ... An obstetric fistula can be closed with intravaginal surgery. If her surgery is performed by a skilled
surgeon, a fistula patient has a good chance of returning to a normal life with full control of her bodily
functions. ... At the Hamlin Fistula Hospitals, it costs US$450 to provide one woman with a fistula repair
operation, high-quality postoperative care, a new dress, and bus fare home.” <http://tinyurl.com/5Ixueq >

“A Walk to Beautiful” is an award-winning feature-length movie following the lives of five Ethiopian women
who have experienced obstetric fistula. Beginning this month (May 2008), the PBS science series NOVA
will be airing a 50-minute version of the movie. In our area, KQED (Ch 9) is scheduled to present it on Tue,
May 13, at 8 pm; it'll be on their digital channels at other times and dates < http://tinyurl.com/6jnpmy > .
The NOVA site for the program is < http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/beautiful/ > .
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LIVING PEACE—AnN Adult Education series Various times and on-campus locations
via the Rev. Wendy Smith thru May 18

“Peace be with you” was the risen Jesus’ greeting to his disciples. And it is how we greet one another each
Sunday. So “peace” is an important word for us. There are many dimensions to peace, and multiple mean-
ings, from the inner peace we all seek, to concord between groups and nations.

Join us in an stimulating series on what it means for us to “live peace.”, Wednesday evenings, 7:30 in the
library:

April 30......... Peace and Politics.
A discussion about peace-making between nations, taking the conflict between Israel and
Palestine as a starting point.

May 3-4.....\World Peace Village and Peace Sunday

World Peace Village is an interactive experience, for all ages, of the meaning of peace in the
great religious traditions of the world; Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism and
Native American spirituality. There will be age-appropriate experiences for children, youth
and adults.

The World Peace Village belongs to the Diocese of California; we have just borrowed it from
them via the Resource Center. The website for the WORLD PEACE VILLAGE is
< http://worldpeacevillage.org/wpv_main.htm > . — Carol Campbell

May 7............ Restorative Justice.
The Rev. Connie White, Director of the Victim Offender Reconciliation Project of Monterrey
County. How can people find peace and reconciliation in the most difficult of circumstances?

May 14.......... Special session —Forgive for Good, 7:30 in the Sanctuary

Dr. Fred Luskin, founder of the Stanford Forgiveness Project and author of “Forgive for
Good” and “Stress Free for Good” will talk about the steps of forgiveness and healing.
Book signing opportunity after the session.

Library News
by Carol Campbell

The Spring issue of Congregations magazine from the Alban Institute has an article called “Being Made
New, Experiencing the Gifts of Conscious Pastoral Transition” by The Rev. Patricia Rome Robertson. Pat
was our associate rector from 1988 to 1992. Having resigned from her Seattle parish in 2006, she is cur-
rently in the midst of writing, reflection, and discernment about her continued ministry in the church. Stop by
the library to read the article.
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Mens’ Group First and third Saturday mornings
by Gordon Strate 8:45, Light Breakfast; 9—10, Discussion

A unique opportunity exists at St. Thomas for spiritual growth. Men meet to share their own paths of spiri-
tual growth every 1st and 3rd Saturday morning. Now, most men’s groups meet to organize service and
give little time to spiritual study and prayer. It shouldn’t be surprising that St. Thomas has a different model.
The priority here is understanding through listening and responding to other concerned men’s thoughts, and
sharing our own conclusions, on how to enrich our relationship to God through study and sharing which em-
powers us in our own journeys and in our own exercises of service and prayer. Answers are not imposed
but shared for our own explorations. Please join us on the 1st and 3rd Saturday mornings of each month, at
8:45 for a light breakfast and coffee, and discussion from 9:00 to 10:00.

Bridge Party Next Bridge is Sat, May 17, 7 pm
by Linda Alcock

Bridge parties are held, usually the 2nd Saturday evening of each month, from
7-10 PM, in the Disciple’s Room of the Education Building at St. Thomas
Church. The dates for 2008 are: May 17 (3rd Sat to avoid Mother’s Day),
June 14 and July 12.

Call Linda Alcock if you would like more information or if you are interested in
playing.
St. Thomas Book Club Last Tuesday each month, 7-8 pm, in the Library

by Dorothy Furgerson

This is an Open Book Club: All are welcome, whether you have read the book or not.

Tuesday, May 27.............. Middlesex: A Novel by Jeffrey Eugenides
A beautifully written novel about a hermaphrodite in a Greek-American family.

Tuesday, June 24 ............ A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
Another “searing epic of Afghanistan in turmoil” focusing on two women.

Countdowns
by John Buck

43 months to our Centennial (December 2011)
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PEP Talk "In community we have love, through community we have strength."
by Pat Dare

Parish Picnic, June 1°', noon, at Washington Park
It's time for our Parish Picnic again! The picnic site is at Washington Park in the reserved area by the play-
ground. Festivities will begin immediately after the 10:30 service, so dress casually that day.

We will be serving hamburgers and hotdogs hot off the grill. Drinks will also be provided. Please bring any
of the following side dishes to share:

Snacks or appetizers
Salads
Desserts
Following the picnic, we will have some intergenerational activities

Upcoming Activities:
Spring Green Potluck, May 18" - (Details in April Newsletter)
Parish Picnic, June 1%, after 10:30 am service at Washington Park — (See details above)

Planning Meeting, May 6" & June 3" 7:30 pm, in the Disciples Room

At our May meeting, we will work on plans for both the Spring Greens Potluck and the Parish Picnic. At our
June meeting we will consider plans for a mid-summer activity. If you would like to help, or have any ideas
that you would like us to consider, please come to the meeting. The work is both fun and spiritually reward-

ing.
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Vestry Notes . These notes are summaries.

by EUthHpﬁmlaga _C_Ierl;, ication Copies of the full minutes are
with additional editing for publication here posted on a back-of-the-church

bulletin board.

Vestry meetings are open

You are invited to attend

Vestry meetings are normally
held on the third Tuesday of the
month.

February 19, 2008

FINANCE REPORT: Jim Cobb discussed the January financial
statement. January was a lean month. Pledge income was lower
than budget. One additional pledge has been received. Total
pledges are 115. There was some additional expense for the
panel restoration project. Some changes needed to be made to
enable the use of the blue hangings during Advent season. There was a discussion about the recent prob-
lem with the rats around Cowans Hall. It was recommended that ODB not leave extra breads on the court-
yard and be more diligent about keeping the areas secure from infestation.

Jim reported that approximately $1,500 had been received from St. Thomas parishioners and designated
for the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund.

PLANNED GIVING: The Finance committee has discussed the plans for the Endowment Fund and the next
step will be to establish the Endowment Fund Board.

SOLAR PANELS: Joe Gutierrez reported that discussions are in progress. At the present time there are no
definite plans, but some questions need to be considered. How much money will it save?...How much cost
would be involved over “x” years?...Would the panels limit the use of any buildings in any way?...Is this the
right time to do this project?

AMAZON.COM: Some time ago Vestry voted to make use of this fundraiser by putting a link on our home
page, but nothing happened. The Vestry agreed to start it now.

Dave Morris continues to handle “welcoming bread”. He could use more support.
It was also mentioned that Coffee Hour preparations could use more support.
There were discussions about having events for 20-30 (age) group.

RECTOR'S REPORT:

A kit is being prepared for each parishioner to receive on Palm Sunday. It will contain things to do at home
every day of the week during Lent.

Services will be held in the evening on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.

There will be two services on Good Friday. At noon there will be Stations of the Cross. and the Passion
Story will be told at 7:30 p.m.

Saturday evening the Easter Vigil will begin at 8:00 p.m.

A Vestry Forum will be held after all three services on April 20.
ODB 25" Anniversary Dinner will be April 5. Bishop Mary will be attending the dinner.

(Continued on page 9)
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(Continued from page 8)

EASTER OFFERING: The Vestry decided to give  of the Easter Offering to Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment Fund for the Inspiration Fund, of the Easter Offering to Our Daily Bread and %2 of the Easter Offer-
ing to the General Fund of St. Thomas Church.

People of St. Thomas
by the Rev. Wendy Smith

We said a glorious farewell to Dorothy Marion Blank on Friday April 18th. She and her family came to
St. Thomas in 1954; she served on the Altar Guild, in the Bell Choir, the Monday Counters, the Library
Committee, and the Newcomers' Committee, and was member and Treasurer of the Church and Syna-
gogue Library Association. She died in Virginia, and is interred in our Columbarium.

We are pleased to report the birth of a new grandchild to Ruth and Jim Rowe: she is Payton Koehler
Rowe, born to Kristin and Paul Rowe. Most likely, she will be baptized here on Pentecost Sunday.

Sophia Ju de Medeiros was baptized just before her first birthday. Her grandparents came from Argen-
tina, and her mother's cousins from Sacramento and North Carolina were her godparents. Her parents,
Breno and Bora, provided a birthday/baptismal cake, and cross-stitched bookmarks after the service in
Cowans Hall.
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A trip to the Diocese of San Joaquin
by Carol Campbell

We drove to San Andreas for two reasons, to attend the memorial service for Clay Walker and to attend a
service with special guest, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori.

The “new” diocese of San Joaquin held a special convention in Lodi on April 19, elected their new bishop,
The Rt. Rev. Jerry Lamb, retired bishop of Northern California, and held the investiture the same day. Ear-
lier in the week, Fr. John Shumaker had asked the Presiding Bishop if she would come to San Andreas for
a service. Everyone was thrilled she would accept (the average weekly attendance at St. Matthew's is about
35 people).

On Sunday April 20, Ann Walker and | attended the 2:00 PM Evensong at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church.
The church was filled to capacity with 6 clergy participating in the service alongside the Presiding Bishop.

Clay’s service was held on Monday, April 21 at St. Matthew’s with The Rev. Fr. John Shumaker officiating.
It was a lovely requiem mass with approximately 250 people in attendance. David and | were pleased to
have Mel and Ruth Hoffman, Keith Giles and Jim Cobb join us for the service.

| offered to send a DVD copy of the investiture of the Presiding Bishop to St. Matthew's Parish and it is quite
possible they will use other items in our Resource Center.

The Fund for Seminarian Travel
by the Rev. Wendy Sith

This Fund is held by the Diocese of EI Camino Real, as "the St. Thomas Fund for Seminarian Travel".
It was established by Harold Anderson in 1999, and its funding came from his life insurance policy after
Harold died in 2000. It's purpose is to allow seminarians from our diocese to attend the courses given
by St. George's College in Jerusalem. The first seminarian to receive the scholarship was Julie
Wizorek, in 2001. Julie is now the Rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church in Prince Frederick, Maryland.
The second seminarian to receive the scholarship was our own Melanie Donahoe, who is now Asst.
Rector at Transfiguration Church in San Mateo. For several years we have not offered the scholarship,
due to the ongoing conflict in Israel. This year, therefore, we are making up for lost time, by giving out
four scholarships, which cover the cost of the instruction, room, board, and airfare. In January, Michael
Ridgway and Shelley Denney, took the two-week course called "Palestine of Jesus”, and both have
now come to give us their reports. At the end of May, Ernie Boyer will take the course "The Church
and Rome". And in December, Joan Anderson of Aptos, will take the same course as Michael and
Shelley, "Palestine of Jesus". The only obligation imposed on the scholarship recipients, is that they
come to St. Thomas (at a time of mutual convenience to them and to us) to give a report on their ex-
periences. Although the majority of people attending the courses at St. George's are seminarians and
clergy, they are in fact open to any Episcopalian or Anglican.

Their webpage is www.sgcjerusalem.org.






